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On Nov. 22, the Nicaraguan government released between 985 and "over 1,000" prisoners
(depending on the source), including about 200 former members of Somoza's National Guard. A list
of prisoners prepared by the executive for pardon was presented last week to the National Assembly
for approval. About 600 of the prisoners were released in Managua, and the remainder in other
locations in the country. According to the BBC, most of the prisoners had been sentenced to 30year terms. (AP and the State Department reported that the government released 985 prisoners,
while the BBC and Prensa Latina said the number freed was over 1,000.) The government said the
prisoners had been released for reasons of health, age or good behavior, or because they were held
on minor crimes or had completed one-third of their sentences. The Nicaraguan Assembly also
recently approved a separate bill that would provide amnesty, and another that would lift the state
of emergency, both required by the peace plan. The government has said the two measures will
not become law until the US halts aid to the contras and an international verification and follow-up
commission confirms that other Central American nations are complying with the plan. President
Ortega has said on many occasions that the amnesty will not apply to former guardsmen, estimated
to number 2,500, who have been convicted of crimes. On Nov. 23 White House spokersperson
Marlin Fitzwater said that while President Ortega's decision to pardon 985 political prisoners is a
symbol of compliance with the regional peace accord, it does not go far enough "in terms of the 9,000
prisoners that still remain..." He noted that Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon Duarte issued a
broad amnesty which was called for under the peace accord "and we would expect President Ortega
to go ahead and provide amnesty for the remaining prisoners, if he is sincere about implementing
those provisions." On the same day, State Department spokesperson Phyllis Oakley echoed White
House sentiments: "In order to meet the Guatemala accord's goals of national reconciliation, the
Sandinista regime must release all of their estimated 9,500 political prisoners into a democratized
Nicaragua in which they can take part in a democratic political system and enjoy freedom of speech,
freedom of assembly, and freedom of the press. That has not happened. However, we welcome the
release of these few prisoners." Oakley said that some of the released prisoners "were nearly at the
end of the completion of their sentences." She said that according to estimates by the Nicaraguan
Human Rights Commission (an organization which has received funding from the US government's
Endowment for Democracy), "the Sandinistas still hold some 8,500 political prisoners." (Basic data
from AP, Prensa Latina, BBC, 11/22/87)
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